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Amusement parks came into being in 1895 when Sea Lion Park opened at Coney Island in New York. 
Bringing pleasure to the masses, amusement parks represented a taste of the future. This new 
phenomenon came to every major city when many Americans still used horses and buggies to travel 
from the farm to the city.  

People could live out the thrills of their fantasies by experiencing the laws of gravity and mechanical 
simulations. While telephones were still rare in most homes and electricity was fairly scarce in rural 
America, a lot of new inventions were about to be born. Nearly every big town had at least one 
amusement park. Electric companies built the trolley systems that transported the masses to the 
trolley parks that were built at the end of the line. 

In Portland, The Oaks opened in 1905 and Seattle decided to build Luna Park in West Seattle, west of 
Alki Point. Luna Park opened in Seattle in 1907 and it operated until 1913. 



� �

�

��	� ������	���������"��.�
���	����	�����0��1	
�/�� �������	�
�!���
�	�4�

Construction of Luna Park began in 1906 under the direction of Charles I.D. Looff, who was famous 
for his intricate carvings of wooden horses and other animals used on Carousels he created at Coney 
Island, in San Francisco and in Europe. He carved and installed the first Carousel at Coney Island. 
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After Luna Park in Seattle closed, the Looff Company moved the Carousel to San Francisco in 1914 
where it operated at Playland at the Beach. When Playland was demolished in 1972, the carousel was 
sold and moved to Roswell, New Mexico, where it sat in storage for several years. The carousel was 
restored in the late 1970s and leased to operators in Long Beach, California where it remained until 
several years ago. It was sold to the city of San Francisco where it operates today. 
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Luna Park was accessible via the West Seattle ferry, or the Seattle Municipal Railway’s Luna Park 
Line. During evening hours, the park was brilliantly illuminated, with each building and ride outlined 
in light bulbs. Because of its extravagant lighting scheme, the park could be seen for miles and it was 
billed as a safe nighttime destination for women and children. 

Luna Park hosted daily acts, including Uncle Hiram the Clown and Don Carlo’s Trained Monkey and 
Dog Circus, as well as the “Original Human Ostrich.” The park featured a live bear pit, as well as 
several transitory exhibits such as baby incubators. The park was also host to a variety of concessions 
and games of chance such as shooting galleries and ball tosses. 
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At night there was Christinsen’s Dancing Pavilion, which proved to be a popular place for the young, 
affluent throngs that were attracted to the growing metropolis of Seattle and its suburbs. 
 
On July 4th, 1908, Luna Park became the site of Seattle’s first manned flight. L. Guy Mecklem, 
Washington’s “Wild Scotsman,” launched his airship from the park, racing two automobiles a 
distance of ten miles to the Meadows Racetrack in Georgetown. In the much-heralded event, 
Mecklem beat the automobiles with two minutes to spare. Mecklem housed his aircraft at Luna Park 
for a short time afterward, charging visitors ten cents each to view it. 
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Luna Park was home to the largest and best-stocked bar on Elliott Bay. Shortly after the park opened, 
the more open-minded town of West Seattle was annexed into Seattle and Luna Park found itself at 
the center of controversy and the politics of morality. Under the gloom of muckraking and scandal, 
the jewel of West Seattle began to fade.  
�



�  

 

In 1913, Luna Park closed, and its rides and amusements were disassembled and removed. No more 
glittering lights on Elliott Bay, no more strains of calliope music on summer nights. The Natatorium 
continued to operate, however, changing its name to Luna Pool. In 1931, Luna Pool caught fire and 
all remains of Luna Park were destroyed in an arsonist’s blaze.  

Approximately once a decade, the tides of Elliott Bay fall back to their lowest levels. When they do, 
the tide flats are exposed and the rows of pilings that once supported Luna Park are brought to light. 
Then the high tides return, and once again Luna Park fades into the past. 
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